
Suspend the Rules and Pass the Bill, H.R. 707, With an Amendment 

(The amendment strikes all after the enacting clause and inserts a 
new text) 

117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R. 707 

To award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d Headquarters, Special 

Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Company, in recognition of their 

unique and highly distinguished service as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ that con-

ducted deception operations in Europe during World War II. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

FEBRUARY 2, 2021 

Ms. KUSTER (for herself, Mr. STEWART, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. AMODEI, Mrs. 

AXNE, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BEYER, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. 

BONAMICI, Mr. BOST, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr. 

BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. 

CHABOT, Ms. CHU, Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. COLE, 

Mr. COMER, Mr. COSTA, Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. 

RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DEAN, Ms. DELBENE, Mrs. DEMINGS, 

Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. DEUTCH, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. 

DUNN, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. EVANS, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. FOSTER, Ms. 

LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. GALLAGHER, Mr. GALLEGO, 

Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of 

Texas, Mr. GONZALEZ of Ohio, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. GUEST, Mrs. 

HARTZLER, Mr. HASTINGS, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. HICE of Georgia, Mrs. 

HINSON, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. 

JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. KATKO, Mr. 

KEATING, Mr. KELLER, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 

Mr. KHANNA, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. KIM of New Jersey, Mr. 

KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LAMB, Mr. LATTA, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Mr. LIEU, 

Mr. LONG, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mrs. LURIA, Mr. 

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York, Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. MCKINLEY, Mrs. RODGERS of Wash-

ington, Ms. MENG, Mr. MEUSER, Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, Ms. 

MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. NADLER, Mr. NORMAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 

O’HALLERAN, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. PAS-

CRELL, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr. PERRY, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. 

POCAN, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. ROYBAL- 

ALLARD, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. RUSH, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. 
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SCHNEIDER, Ms. SCHRIER, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mr. 

STAUBER, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. STEUBE, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. 

SUOZZI, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. TIFFANY, Ms. TITUS, Mr. 

TONKO, Mrs. TORRES of California, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. TRONE, Mr. TUR-

NER, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WENSTRUP, Ms. 

WILD, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas, Mr. WRIGHT, Mr. BACON, Mr. BAIRD, 

Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina, Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE 

of Pennsylvania, Mrs. BUSTOS, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. 

CASE, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. CLINE, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CORREA, Mr. LYNCH, 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. GIBBS, Miss GONZÁLEZ- 

COLÓN, Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. GRIJALVA, 

Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mrs. 

KIRKPATRICK, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. LARSON of Con-

necticut, Mrs. LEE of Nevada, Ms. LEE of California, Mrs. LESKO, Mr. 

LEVIN of California, Mr. LEVIN of Michigan, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 

LOWENTHAL, Mr. MAST, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEKS, 

Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NEAL, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. OWENS, Mr. 

PAYNE, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POSEY, Ms. PRESSLEY, Miss RICE of New 

York, Mr. RYAN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. 

AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. SIRES, Mr. SOTO, Mr. 

SWALWELL, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. UPTON, Mr. VAN DREW, 

Mr. VEASEY, Mrs. WAGNER, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON 

COLEMAN, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. ZELDIN, Mr. RICE of South 

Carolina, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. GRAVES of Missouri, 

and Mr. LAWSON of Florida) introduced the following bill; which was re-

ferred to the Committee on Financial Services, and in addition to the 

Committee on House Administration, for a period to be subsequently de-

termined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions 

as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 

A BILL 
To award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d Head-

quarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service 

Company, in recognition of their unique and highly dis-

tinguished service as a ‘‘Ghost Army’’ that conducted 

deception operations in Europe during World War II. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ghost Army Congres-2

sional Gold Medal Act’’. 3

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 4

The Congress finds the following: 5

(1) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, 6

comprised of the 23d Headquarters and Head-7

quarters Company, Special Troops, the 603d Engi-8

neer Camouflage Battalion, the 406th Combat Engi-9

neer Company, the 3132d Signal Service Company 10

and the Signal Company, Special, 23d Head-11

quarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Serv-12

ice Company were top-secret units of the United 13

States Army that served in Europe during World 14

War II. 15

(2) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, was 16

actively engaged in battlefield operations from June 17

of 1944 through March of 1945. The 3133d Signal 18

Service Company was engaged in operations in Italy 19

in 1945. 20

(3) The deceptive activities of these units were 21

integral to several Allied victories across Europe and 22

reduced American casualties. 23

(4) In evaluating the performance of these units 24

after the War, a U.S. Army analysis found that 25

‘‘Rarely, if ever, has there been a group of such a 26
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few men which had so great an influence on the out-1

come of a major military campaign.’’. 2

(5) Many Ghost Army soldiers were citizen-sol-3

diers recruited from art schools, advertising agen-4

cies, communications companies, and other creative 5

and technical professions. 6

(6) The first four members of the 23d Head-7

quarters, Special Troops, landed on D-Day and two 8

became casualties while creating false beach landing 9

sites. 10

(7) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, se-11

cret deception operations commenced in France on 12

June 14, 1944, when Task Force Mason, a 17-man 13

detachment of the 23d led by First Lieutenant Ber-14

nard Mason, landed at Omaha Beach. Task Force 15

Mason conducted Operation ELEPHANT between 1 16

and 4 July, 1944, to draw enemy fire and protect 17

the 980th Field Artillery Battalion (VIII Corps) as 18

part of the Normandy Campaign. 19

(8) Operation ELEPHANT was a prelude to 20

21 full-scale tactical deceptions completed by the 21

23d Headquarters, Special Troops. 22

(9) Often operating on or near the front lines, 23

the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, used inflat-24

able tanks, artillery, airplanes and other vehicles, ad-25
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vanced engineered soundtracks, and skillfully crafted 1

radio trickery to create the illusion of sizable Amer-2

ican forces where there were none and to draw the 3

enemy away from Allied troops. 4

(10) The 3132d and the 3133d Signal Service 5

Companies, activated in Pine Camp (now Fort 6

Drum), New York, at the Army Experimental Sta-7

tion in March 1944, were the only two active duty 8

‘‘sonic deception’’ ground combat units in World 9

War II. 10

(11) Soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, Special 11

Troops, impersonated other, larger Army units by 12

sewing counterfeit patches onto their uniforms, 13

painting false markings on their vehicles, and cre-14

ating phony headquarters staffed by fake generals, 15

all in an effort to feed false information to Axis 16

spies. 17

(12) During the Battle of the Bulge, the 23d 18

Headquarters, Special Troops, created counterfeit 19

radio traffic to mask the efforts of General George 20

Patton’s Third Army as it mobilized to break 21

through to the 101st Airborne and elements of 10th 22

Armored Division in the besieged Belgian town of 23

Bastogne. 24

VerDate Nov 24 2008 11:12 May 17, 2021 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\USERS\LMANDERSON\APPDATA\ROAMING\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\11.0\GEN\C\H707_
May 17, 2021 (11:12 a.m.)

G:\M\17\SUSPENSION\H707_SUS.XML

g:\VHLD\051721\D051721.046.xml           (802645|1)



6 

(13) In its final mission, Operation VIERSEN, 1

in March 1945, the 23d Headquarters, Special 2

Troops, conducted a tactical deception that drew 3

German units down the Rhine River and away from 4

the Ninth Army, allowing the Ninth Army to cross 5

the Rhine into Germany. On this mission, the 1,100 6

men of the Ghost Army, with the assistance of other 7

units, impersonated forty thousand men, or two 8

complete divisions of American forces, by using fab-9

ricated radio networks, soundtracks of construction 10

work and artillery fire, and more than 600 inflatable 11

vehicles. According to a military intelligence officer 12

of the 79th Infantry, ‘‘There is no doubt that Oper-13

ation VIERSEN materially assisted in deceiving the 14

enemy with regard to the real dispositions and inten-15

tions of this Army.’’. 16

(14) Three soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, 17

Special Troops, gave their lives and dozens were in-18

jured in carrying out their mission. 19

(15) In April 1945, the 3133d Signal Service 20

Company conducted Operation CRAFTSMAN in 21

support of Operation SECOND WIND, the success-22

ful allied effort to break through the German defen-23

sive position to the north of Florence, Italy, known 24

as the Gothic Line. Along with an attached platoon 25
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of British engineers, who were inflatable decoy spe-1

cialists, the 3133d Signal Service Company used 2

sonic deception to misrepresent troop locations along 3

this defensive line. 4

(16) The activities of the 23d Headquarters, 5

Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Com-6

pany remained highly classified for more than forty 7

years after the war and were never formally recog-8

nized. The extraordinary accomplishments of this 9

unit are deserving of belated official recognition. 10

(17) The United States is eternally grateful to 11

the soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops 12

and the 3133d Signal Service Company for their 13

proficient use of innovative tactics throughout World 14

War II, which saved lives and made significant con-15

tributions to the defeat of the Axis powers. 16

SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 17

(a) AWARD AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the 18

House of Representatives and the President pro tempore 19

of the Senate shall make appropriate arrangements for the 20

award, on behalf of the Congress, of a gold medal of ap-21

propriate design to the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, 22

and the 3133d Signal Service Company, known as the 23

‘‘Ghost Army’’, collectively, in recognition of its unique 24

and incredible service during World War II. 25
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(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For the purposes of the 1

award referred to in subsection (a), the Secretary of the 2

Treasury (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 3

strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, devices, and 4

inscriptions, to be determined by the Secretary. 5

(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.— 6

(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of the 7

gold medal in honor of the Ghost Army, the gold 8

medal shall be given to the Smithsonian Institution, 9

where it will be available for display as appropriate 10

and available for research. 11

(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 12

the Congress that the Smithsonian Institution 13

should make the gold medal awarded pursuant to 14

this Act available for display elsewhere, particularly 15

at appropriate locations associated with the Ghost 16

Army, and that preference should be given to loca-17

tions affiliated with the Smithsonian Institution. 18

SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 19

The Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in 20

bronze of the gold medal struck under section 3, at a price 21

sufficient to cover the costs of the medal, including labor, 22

materials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses. 23
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SEC. 5. NATIONAL MEDAL. 1

The gold medal struck pursuant to this Act is a na-2

tional medal for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United 3

States Code. 4

SEC. 6. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 5

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the purpose of 6

complying with the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, 7

shall be determined by reference to the latest statement 8

titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legislation’’ for this 9

Act, submitted for printing in the Congressional Record 10

by the Chairman of the House Budget Committee, pro-11

vided that such statement has been submitted prior to the 12

vote on passage. 13
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 I 
 117th CONGRESS 1st Session 
 H. R. 707 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
 February 2, 2021 
  Ms. Kuster (for herself,  Mr. Stewart,  Mr. Aderholt,  Mr. Amodei,  Mrs. Axne,  Mrs. Beatty,  Mr. Beyer,  Ms. Blunt Rochester,  Ms. Bonamici,  Mr. Bost,  Ms. Brownley,  Mr. Burchett,  Mr. Butterfield,  Mr. Carter of Georgia,  Ms. Castor of Florida,  Mr. Chabot,  Ms. Chu,  Mr. Cicilline,  Ms. Clarke of New York,  Mr. Cole,  Mr. Comer,  Mr. Costa,  Mr. Courtney,  Ms. Craig,  Mr. Curtis,  Mr. Rodney Davis of Illinois,  Ms. Dean,  Ms. DelBene,  Mrs. Demings,  Mr. DesJarlais,  Mr. Deutch,  Mr. Diaz-Balart,  Mrs. Dingell,  Mr. Dunn,  Ms. Escobar,  Mr. Evans,  Mr. Fitzpatrick,  Mr. Foster,  Ms. Lois Frankel of Florida,  Mr. Gaetz,  Mr. Gallagher,  Mr. Gallego,  Mr. Garamendi,  Mr. García of Illinois,  Mr. Vicente Gonzalez of Texas,  Mr. Gonzalez of Ohio,  Mr. Green of Texas,  Mr. Guest,  Mrs. Hartzler,  Mr. Hastings,  Mrs. Hayes,  Mr. Hice of Georgia,  Mrs. Hinson,  Ms. Houlahan,  Mr. Huffman,  Mr. Johnson of Ohio,  Mr. Johnson of Georgia,  Mr. Joyce of Ohio,  Ms. Kaptur,  Mr. Katko,  Mr. Keating,  Mr. Keller,  Mr. Kelly of Mississippi,  Ms. Kelly of Illinois,  Mr. Khanna,  Mr. Kildee,  Mr. Kim of New Jersey,  Mr. Krishnamoorthi,  Mr. Lamb,  Mr. Latta,  Mrs. Lawrence,  Mr. Lieu,  Mr. Long,  Mr. Loudermilk,  Mr. Luetkemeyer,  Mrs. Luria,  Mr. Sean Patrick Maloney of New York,  Mrs. Carolyn B. Maloney of New York,  Ms. McCollum,  Mr. McKinley,  Mrs. Rodgers of Washington,  Ms. Meng,  Mr. Meuser,  Mrs. Miller of West Virginia,  Ms. Moore of Wisconsin,  Mr. Nadler,  Mr. Norman,  Ms. Norton,  Mr. O'Halleran,  Mr. Pallone,  Mr. Panetta,  Mr. Pappas,  Mr. Pascrell,  Mr. Perlmutter,  Mr. Perry,  Mr. Peters,  Mr. Phillips,  Mr. Pocan,  Mr. Quigley,  Mrs. Radewagen,  Mr. Raskin,  Ms. Roybal-Allard,  Mr. Ruppersberger,  Mr. Rush,  Ms. Schakowsky,  Mr. Schneider,  Ms. Schrier,  Ms. Sewell,  Ms. Spanberger,  Mr. Stauber,  Ms. Stefanik,  Mr. Steube,  Ms. Stevens,  Mr. Stivers,  Mr. Suozzi,  Mr. Thompson of Pennsylvania,  Mr. Tiffany,  Ms. Titus,  Mr. Tonko,  Mrs. Torres of California,  Mrs. Trahan,  Mr. Trone,  Mr. Turner,  Mr. Vargas,  Ms. Velázquez,  Mr. Welch,  Mr. Wenstrup,  Ms. Wild,  Mr. Williams of Texas,  Mr. Wright,  Mr. Bacon,  Mr. Baird,  Mr. Bilirakis,  Mr. Bishop of North Carolina,  Mr. Brendan F. Boyle of Pennsylvania,  Mrs. Bustos,  Mr. Carson,  Mr. Cartwright,  Mr. Case,  Mr. Cleaver,  Mr. Cline,  Mr. Cohen,  Mr. Correa,  Mr. Lynch,  Mr. Fleischmann,  Ms. Garcia of Texas,  Mr. Gibbs,  Miss González-Colón,  Mr. Gooden of Texas,  Mr. Graves of Louisiana,  Mr. Grijalva,  Mr. Grothman,  Mr. Higgins of New York,  Ms. Jackson Lee,  Mrs. Kirkpatrick,  Mr. LaMalfa,  Mr. Langevin,  Mr. Larson of Connecticut,  Mrs. Lee of Nevada,  Ms. Lee of California,  Mrs. Lesko,  Mr. Levin of California,  Mr. Levin of Michigan,  Ms. Lofgren,  Mr. Lowenthal,  Mr. Mast,  Mr. McEachin,  Mr. McNerney,  Mr. Meeks,  Mr. Mullin,  Mr. Neal,  Mr. Neguse,  Mr. Norcross,  Mr. Owens,  Mr. Payne,  Ms. Pingree,  Mr. Posey,  Ms. Pressley,  Miss Rice of New York,  Mr. Ryan,  Ms. Sánchez,  Ms. Scanlon,  Mr. Schweikert,  Mr. Austin Scott of Georgia,  Ms. Sherrill,  Mr. Sires,  Mr. Soto,  Mr. Swalwell,  Mr. Thompson of Mississippi,  Mr. Upton,  Mr. Van Drew,  Mr. Veasey,  Mrs. Wagner,  Ms. Wasserman Schultz,  Mrs. Watson Coleman,  Mr. Webster of Florida,  Mr. Zeldin,  Mr. Rice of South Carolina,  Mr. Rutherford,  Mr. Espaillat,  Mr. Graves of Missouri, and  Mr. Lawson of Florida) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the  Committee on Financial Services, and in addition to the Committee on  House Administration, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned 
 
 A BILL 
 To award a Congressional Gold Medal to the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Company, in recognition of their unique and highly distinguished service as a  Ghost Army that conducted deception operations in Europe during World War II. 
 
  
  1. Short title This Act may be cited as the   Ghost Army Congressional Gold Medal Act. 
  2. Findings The Congress finds the following: 
  (1) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, comprised of the 23d Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Special Troops, the 603d Engineer Camouflage Battalion, the 406th Combat Engineer Company, the 3132d Signal Service Company and the Signal Company, Special, 23d Headquarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Company were top-secret units of the United States Army that served in Europe during World War II. 
  (2) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, was actively engaged in battlefield operations from June of 1944 through March of 1945. The 3133d Signal Service Company was engaged in operations in Italy in 1945. 
  (3) The deceptive activities of these units were integral to several Allied victories across Europe and reduced American casualties. 
  (4) In evaluating the performance of these units after the War, a U.S. Army analysis found that  Rarely, if ever, has there been a group of such a few men which had so great an influence on the outcome of a major military campaign.. 
  (5) Many Ghost Army soldiers were citizen-soldiers recruited from art schools, advertising agencies, communications companies, and other creative and technical professions. 
  (6) The first four members of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, landed on D-Day and two became casualties while creating false beach landing sites. 
  (7) The 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, secret deception operations commenced in France on June 14, 1944, when Task Force Mason, a 17-man detachment of the 23d led by First Lieutenant Bernard Mason, landed at Omaha Beach. Task Force Mason conducted Operation ELEPHANT between 1 and 4 July, 1944, to draw enemy fire and protect the 980th Field Artillery Battalion (VIII Corps) as part of the Normandy Campaign. 
  (8) Operation ELEPHANT was a prelude to 21 full-scale tactical deceptions completed by the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops. 
  (9) Often operating on or near the front lines, the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, used inflatable tanks, artillery, airplanes and other vehicles, advanced engineered soundtracks, and skillfully crafted radio trickery to create the illusion of sizable American forces where there were none and to draw the enemy away from Allied troops. 
  (10) The 3132d and the 3133d Signal Service Companies, activated in Pine Camp (now Fort Drum), New York, at the Army Experimental Station in March 1944, were the only two active duty  sonic deception ground combat units in World War II. 
  (11) Soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, impersonated other, larger Army units by sewing counterfeit patches onto their uniforms, painting false markings on their vehicles, and creating phony headquarters staffed by fake generals, all in an effort to feed false information to Axis spies. 
  (12) During the Battle of the Bulge, the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, created counterfeit radio traffic to mask the efforts of General George Patton’s Third Army as it mobilized to break through to the 101st Airborne and elements of 10th Armored Division in the besieged Belgian town of Bastogne. 
  (13) In its final mission, Operation VIERSEN, in March 1945, the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, conducted a tactical deception that drew German units down the Rhine River and away from the Ninth Army, allowing the Ninth Army to cross the Rhine into Germany. On this mission, the 1,100 men of the Ghost Army, with the assistance of other units, impersonated forty thousand men, or two complete divisions of American forces, by using fabricated radio networks, soundtracks of construction work and artillery fire, and more than 600 inflatable vehicles. According to a military intelligence officer of the 79th Infantry,  There is no doubt that Operation VIERSEN materially assisted in deceiving the enemy with regard to the real dispositions and intentions of this Army.. 
  (14) Three soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, gave their lives and dozens were injured in carrying out their mission. 
  (15) In April 1945, the 3133d Signal Service Company conducted Operation CRAFTSMAN in support of Operation SECOND WIND, the successful allied effort to break through the German defensive position to the north of Florence, Italy, known as the Gothic Line. Along with an attached platoon of British engineers, who were inflatable decoy specialists, the 3133d Signal Service Company used sonic deception to misrepresent troop locations along this defensive line. 
  (16) The activities of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Company remained highly classified for more than forty years after the war and were never formally recognized. The extraordinary accomplishments of this unit are deserving of belated official recognition. 
  (17) The United States is eternally grateful to the soldiers of the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops and the 3133d Signal Service Company for their proficient use of innovative tactics throughout World War II, which saved lives and made significant contributions to the defeat of the Axis powers. 
  3. Congressional gold medal 
  (a) Award authorized The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate shall make appropriate arrangements for the award, on behalf of the Congress, of a gold medal of appropriate design to the 23d Headquarters, Special Troops, and the 3133d Signal Service Company, known as the  Ghost Army, collectively, in recognition of its unique and incredible service during World War II. 
  (b) Design and striking For the purposes of the award referred to in subsection (a), the Secretary of the Treasury (in this Act referred to as the  Secretary) shall strike the gold medal with suitable emblems, devices, and inscriptions, to be determined by the Secretary. 
  (c) Smithsonian institution 
  (1) In general Following the award of the gold medal in honor of the Ghost Army, the gold medal shall be given to the Smithsonian Institution, where it will be available for display as appropriate and available for research. 
  (2) Sense of congress It is the sense of the Congress that the Smithsonian Institution should make the gold medal awarded pursuant to this Act available for display elsewhere, particularly at appropriate locations associated with the Ghost Army, and that preference should be given to locations affiliated with the Smithsonian Institution. 
  4. Duplicate medals The Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold medal struck under section 3, at a price sufficient to cover the costs of the medal, including labor, materials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead expenses. 
  5. National medal The gold medal struck pursuant to this Act is a national medal for purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United States Code. 
  6. Determination of budgetary effects The budgetary effects of this Act, for the purpose of complying with the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be determined by reference to the latest statement titled  Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legislation for this Act, submitted for printing in the Congressional Record by the Chairman of the House Budget Committee, provided that such statement has been submitted prior to the vote on passage. 
 


